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SINGAPORE — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TRADE AND INVESTMENT OFFICE 

Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.12 pm]: From 14 to 17 March, I visited Singapore to attend 

the opening of the government of Western Australia’s Singapore Trade and Investment Office, and also to meet 

with the Prime Minister of Singapore and leaders in government and industry. I congratulate Mr John Osborn, 

who has been made regional director of the Singapore office, which joins Western Australia’s network of 10 

offices spanning eight countries, including China, Japan, Indonesia, Dubai, India, Korea and the United 

Kingdom. 

During formal engagements, I delivered a consistent message: establishing the office in Singapore is one of the 

state government’s key strategies in securing Western Australia’s future. It will build on established 

relationships, and create new ones, between Singapore and Western Australia and the wider ASEAN region. It 

will also promote greater clarity for the commercial sector when considering investments in Western Australian 

projects. 

On 15 March, I met separately with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr Lee, and the Minister for Trade and 

Industry, Mr Lim. Both warmly welcomed the establishment of the Western Australian office. With the Prime 

Minister, I discussed areas for growth and collaboration between Western Australia and Singapore, including 

instigation of regular dialogue regarding trade and investment, and development of public service, cultural and 

sporting exchange programs. 

The opening of the office was marked by two occasions: the official ribbon cutting ceremony at the office 

premises, and a luncheon for over 150 people from the Western Australian and Singaporean business 

communities, including banking, venture capital, legal, accounting, agrifoods, hotels, tourism, education, 

sporting, mining, oil and gas, and engineering services sectors. I spoke of the Western Australian economy and 

major projects, the re-orientation of the state towards Asia, and the reasons for opening the office now. I also 

announced $20 000 in funding from the government of Western Australia for 100 Singaporean children to be 

taught to swim. 

The Public Sector Commissioner and Directors General from the Departments of State Development, Sport and 

Recreation, Culture and the Arts spoke on their respective agencies’ initiatives in Singapore. The member for 

Riverton delivered the closing comments. 

The first day concluded with a visit to Kranji War Memorial, where I laid a wreath to mark the seventieth 

anniversary of World War II in South-East Asia and obviously the fall of Singapore. The second day began with 

a breakfast forum attended by prominent businesspeople and expatriates. The forum provided feedback on issues 

facing companies operating in both Australia and Singapore, and the business climate in Singapore.  

I met representatives from the Singapore Stock Exchange, including the executive vice-president, listings. We 

discussed how to achieve joint listings of Australian companies on the Australian Stock Exchange and the 

Singapore Stock Exchange. Closer collaboration in this area may be one of the first direct outcomes of this visit. 

With the Director General of the Department of Culture and the Arts, I met representatives from the Asia 

Fashion Exchange, supported by representatives from the Textile and Fashion Federation and International 

Enterprise Singapore. The Australian Fashion Exchange is a ―gateway‖ event for Europe, Asia and Australia in 

bringing together designers, labels, markets and interest groups for fashion development and trade. I was briefed 

on the Singapore Sports Hub and viewed progress of the project’s construction. My final engagement was a 

meeting with the former Foreign Minister of Singapore, Mr George Yeo, and Mr Simon Lee. I sought their 

advice and stewardship with respect to Singapore–Western Australia relations. The Singapore–Western Australia 

relationship is longstanding, with strong foundations, not just economically but at a personal level, with 

migration, study and tourism building bonds of understanding, friendship and family. The Trade and Investment 

Office builds on this base and will promote opportunities for investors to participate in Western Australia’s 

economic growth in areas such as resource and infrastructure projects, urban development and agricultural 

export industries. 

I conclude by thanking the member for Riverton for the very valuable role he played in this work.  

 


